
















Education New Zealand Aide Memoire 

Title: Meeting with the High Commissioner of India to New Zealand 

Date: 8 March 2017 

ENZ ID no: 1617-197 

Purpose 
1. This update is in addition to the briefing provided to you on 1 March 2017 in preparation

for your meeting with His Excellency Mr Sanjiv Kohli, the High Commissioner of India to
New Zealand on 9 March. It follows a subsequent update provided to India Joint Action
Group (IJAG) officials with information relevant to your upcoming meeting.

Background 
2. On 2 March 2017, the Immigration New Zealand (INZ) Mumbai Operations Manager

provided an update to IJAG agencies on the changing situation in India. While recent
student visa application volumes show a reduction in the number of students applying to
study in New Zealand, a corresponding increase in approval rates reflect the positive and
necessary impact of a number of regulatory measures and engagement undertaken by
New Zealand government agencies, particularly over the last 12 months. All figures
below compare the first six months of the 2016/17 financial year with the same period in
2015/16.

3. Total India market volumes are down, however it should be noted that current volume still
remains above the pre-Rule 18 volume in 2013/2014. This is the volume measure that
INZ recommends be the benchmark (as the loosening of Rule 18 created a bubble of
volumes, which have reduced since the Rule was tightened again in October 2015).

4. The overall quality of student visa applicants has increased which is reflected in higher
approval rates. While visa approval rates are normally always higher in December –
February, the overall approval rates are higher now than in the last few years – 71% in
January 2017 compared to 66% in January 2016 and 59% in January 2015.

5. Volumes for applications at private tertiary establishments (PTEs) are down 62%, and
approval rates are approximately 34%. While this may place some PTEs dependent on
recruiting Indian students at some risk, it is indicative of a change in focus within the
market, and has led to several PTEs considering removing courses at Levels 5-6
altogether. It has also ensured that providers are increasingly cautious in their approach
to recruitment strategies within the Indian market.

6. Application volumes at institutes of technology and polytechnics (ITPs) are down
approximately 14%, however good gains have been seen in ITP approval rates which
means while INZ is receiving less applications, more of those received are being
approved. The approval rate for ITP applications in India is 61%.

7. INZ has noticed that the numbers of agents being used by providers across the ITP and
PTE sectors has dropped significantly, a positive move since letters were issued to 40
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providers reminding them of their obligations and responsibilities for the behaviour of the 
agents they use under the code of conduct. 

 
8. In contrast with the drop in applications in PTEs and ITPs, university application numbers 

are up around 30-35%, with a 94% approval rate. This is a positive move towards the 
Government’s desired goal to move the Indian market up the quality and value chain, 
seeking students pursuing higher level qualifications across the PTE, ITP and university 
sectors.  

 
9. Numbers of confirmed fraud cases have decreased, but they are still present, and INZ 

Mumbai continues to maintain a high level of vigilance in areas of potential high risk as 
false and misleading information continues to be frequently encountered. 
 

 

Recommendations 

We recommend that you 

a. note updated information is provided for your meeting on 9 March with the High 
Commissioner of India to New Zealand 

NOTED 

 
John Goulter  
General Manager Stakeholders and Communications 
Manager’s Group 
 
 
 
 
Hon Paul Goldsmith  
Minister for Tertiary Education, Skills and Employment 
__ __/__ __/__ __ 
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Number of international students,  2010-2015 

50% of international students come from China and India 

Top 15 markets: proportion of enrolments  

Developed by Education New Zealand. 
 
This infographic includes data on full-fee-paying, NZ Aid, PhD, foreign research postgraduate and exchange students. It combines the data 
sources from the Ministry of Education: the Export Education Levy and Single Data Return (SDR) data. Offshore students are included if 
classified as offshore in the SDR. Link to data source: student numbers (www.educationcounts.govt.nz). 
 

Quick facts about international education in New Zealand  

2015 and 2016 

Expenditure by 

international 

students supports 

32,000 jobs $4.28b 

Primary  
schools 

ITP Secondary 
 schools 

University PTE  
 (excl ELS) 

ELS 

$60,700 

$36,100 
$34,200 

$42,900 

$29,700 $27,700 

124,357 

Average spend per student by sector 

Auckland 
$2,167m 

66.0% 

Waikato 
$165m 

5.0% 

Wellington 
$198m 
6.0% 

Canterbury 
$291m 
8.9% 

Otago 
$151m 
4.6% 

Other North 

Island 
$238m 
7.2% 

Other South 

Island 
$73m 
2.2% 

Contribution by NZ region 

Certificates 1-4
13%

Certificates/Diplomas 5-7
22%

Bachelors degrees
34%

Graduate certs/dips
8%

Honours degrees/postgraduate cert
8%

Masters degrees
7%

Doctoral degrees
8%

International student enrolments by level

70% of international 

student visa holders can 
work in New Zealand 
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Sectors A closer look at India

Visa Dashboard - February 2017
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- Key contributors to the TSV increase were China (+19%, +1,015), the 
USA (+37%, +244), Viet Nam (+47%, +131), Brazil (+39%, +148) and 
Chile (+108, +121%).

- Saudi Arabia continued to decrease (-43%, -92) compared to YTD 2016.

18,058 total student visas (TSV) year to date (YTD), up 13% (+2,033) on 2016.   8,246 first-time student visas (FSV), up 8%(+576) on YTD 2016.  9,812 returning student visas (RSV), up 17% (+1,457) on YTD 2016.

- The universities sector grew by 16% (+925) compared to the YTD 2016. 
This growth came from increased FSV for India (+53%, +131) and the 
USA (+41%, +224) and increased RSV for China (+13% +270).

- FSV increases were in the universities and schools sectors, and were 
driven by the USA (+42%, +242), China (+13%,+167), Viet Nam (+132%, 
+120), Brazil (+36%, +122) and Chile (+111%, +93) markets. 

- RSV increases were in all sectors, and were driven by the China 
(+20%, +848) and India (+40%, +284) markets.

1. Student visas only capture students who enter New Zealand with a student visa.  These students are mostly those who are planning to study for more than three months. Students who undertake a course less than three months in duration are not required to enter on a student visa. Students who do choose to enter on a 
visitor visa (usually from visa-free nationalities) are not captured in this dashboard.  Working Holiday Visas also allow students to study for up to six months.  Those who enter New Zealand on a working holiday visa who plan on taking up this option are also not included in this dashboard. These factors will impact the PTE 
(including English Language Schools) numbers. 2. There is a potential delay of up to three months between students having their visas approved and their actual entry into New Zealand. Therefore the figures shown here may not necessarily represent the actual number of students currently in New Zealand. 3. This 

- The schools sector grew by 22% (+618) compared to the YTD 2016. 
This growth came from TSV for secondary schools for China(+28%, 
+248), Brazil (+67%, +78), and Chile(+756%, +68).

- ITP sector TSV increased by 17% compared to the YTD 2016. This 
increased RSV from China (+222, +36%) and India (+160,+79%) were 
the main contributors.

- PTE sector TSV stayed largely static (2% increase) compared to the 
YTD 2016. Increased RSV for China (+154, 18%) and India (+98, 

- China had increases for all markets compared to the YTD 2016. Schools 
showed the highest growth (+32%, +300).  

- Most of the increase for the China market was RSV (+20%, +848) rather 
than FSV (+13%, +167).

- RSV increased for the Auckland (+814, +16%) and Canterbury (+302, 
+28%) regions.

- FSV increased for the Otago (+160, +38%), Wellington (+99, +15%) and 
Waikato (+78, 20%) regions.

TSV are stable, declining by 2% (-61) compared to the YTD 2016. FSV 
for India for the YTD 2016 declined by 18% (-345) compared to the YTD 
2016, while RSV have increased (+40%, +284).
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- FSV trends for India 
have mainly been driven 
by the PTE sector, which 
decreased by 62% (-475) 
in the YTD compared to 
the YTD 2016. However, 
there was an increase in 
RSV for the PTE sector 
(+23%, +98).

- Universities FSV have 
grown by 53% (+131) for 
the YTD compared to the 
YTD 2016, and exceed 
PTE FSV for the YTD 
2017. 

- The ITP sector was 
stable from the YTD 2016 
to the YTD for FSV, but 
showed a 79% (+160)
increase in RSV.

- All student visas are up 8-17% from YTD 2016. 

- TSV for China up 19% (+1,015). However there are  positive signs of 
growing market diversification. 

- The universities sector is up (+925, +16%) compared to the YTD 2016.
India's FSV are up +53% (+131).

- The PTE sector is flat compared to YTD 2016, despite a significant 
decrease in Indian FSV
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