














FUTURE CHALLENGE FOUR –

CHANGING CLIMATE

• Evidence suggests the world is probably already locked into 

about 1.5oC warming by 2040 unless greenhouse gas 

emissions are dramatically reduced in the next 12 years

• The 2018 UN IPPC report paints a far more dire picture of 

the immediate consequences of climate change than 

previously thought and says that avoiding the damage 

requires transforming the world economy at a speed and 

scale that has “no documented historic precedent.”

• Climate change impacts from 1.5oC warming  by 2040 

include inundated coastlines, intensifying droughts and 

poverty with damage estimated to cost $54 trillion

• The United States along with Bangladesh, China, Egypt, 

India, Indonesia, Japan, the Philippines and Vietnam are 

home to 50 million people who will be exposed to the 

effects of increased coastal flooding by 2040, if 1.5oC 

degrees of warming occur

• At 2oC degrees of warming, the report predicts a 

“disproportionately rapid evacuation” of people from the 

tropics. “In some parts of the world, national borders will 

become irrelevant”

15 Global Challenges for Humanity
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FUTURE CHALLENGE FOUR –

CHANGING CLIMATE

• What are the opportunities created by climate change for 

New Zealand’s international education sector?
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