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Purpose

1.

This paper summarises the September 2019 student visa numbers that Education New
Zealand (ENZ) published in [ntelliLab, ENZ's intelligence portal for the international
education sector and government agencies, on 27 September 2019.

Background

2z

International student enrolments and student visa numbers are used to assess trends in
the international education sector. International student enrolments and student visa
numbers are also important for sector planning and for government policy fgakers. ENZ
reports student visa and international student enrolment numbers to indu d
government.

Non-New Zealand residents wishing to study here generally requi Qo enter New
Zealand. However, people from visa waiver countries who ente aland on a visitor
visa are able to study on courses of three months duration or out requiring a
student visa.

Student visa data, which is made available to ENZ o ly basis by Immigration
New Zealand, provides a more timely indicator of @r nds than international student
enrolment data, which is collected three times a{ he Ministry of Education. It
should be noted however that student visa trgnds 8g not always provide an accurate
means of estimating current (or future)'t\ri ional student enrolments.

ENZ focuses on first-time student vis e the number of new international

students being attracted to New d #nd valid student visas as a lead indicator for
international student enrolmeut ers.
For sectors that typically Itiyear enrolments (e.g. an international student

undertaking a three-year BacHelors degree at a university), a decline in first-time student
visas is often the fwst@ ndicator of an impending future decline in total enrolments.

September 201 nt visa summary

7. Inthe 2049 year to date, there were 25,888 first-time student visas approved,
down 2 pared to the same period in 2018. In the July and August 2019 months,
there was itive growth in the number of first-time student visas approved compared to

the same months in 2018, up 16% and 12% respectively. This positive month-on-month
growth has been driven by increasing numbers of first-time student visas being approved
for study outside Auckland.

First-time student visas approved for study in the Waikato and Bay of Plenty have
increased by approximately 30% in the August 2019 year to date compared to the same
period in 2018. The growth in these two regions is due to increasing numbers of
approved first-time student visa applications by Indian students. These Indian students
will study at private training establishments in the Waikato and at institutes of technology
and polytechnics in the Waikato and Bay of Plenty. This growth may be related to
immigration policies which aim to have New Zealand's regions increasingly share in the
benefit of international education.
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9. There were 1% fewer valid student visas' on 7 September 2019 compared to September
2018. There was a slight softening of the decline of valid student visas due to the growth
in the number of first-time student visas approved in the July and August 2019 i.e. there
were 3% fewer valid student visas at the beginning of August 2019 compared to August
2018.

10. Immigration New Zealand had 5,470 student visas on hand and awaiting processing on 9
September.

Next steps :

11. On 27 September 2019, ENZ released the Visa Summary: September 20 % ppendix

One) in its online intelligence portal, IntelliLab. @

Proactive release

12. ENZ intends to proactively release this briefing as per your e@n that information
be released as soon as possible. Any information whigh to be withheld will be
done so in line with the provisions of the Official InforN t 1982.

&

1 Valid student visas are a count of the number of student visas that valid (i.e. a student visa that has been issued
to an international student and has not expired) on a particular day.
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Valid Student Visas (VSV) for 7 September 2019
69,086, Down 1% (-747) on the same time last
year.

First-Time Student Visas (FSV) fot YTD 2019
25688 Down 2% (-621) on YTD 2018.

There is a sight softening n the decline of VSV,
buoyed by the posttive month-on-month
performance of FSVs in July and August 2019

Regional NZ is the source of this growth YTD
FSV for Waikato and Bay of Plenty are up at
imately 30% compared to YD 2018.
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This grown is anriduled to inceased interest
from the India market. In Waikato, this growth
s evident across the PTE {+ 144) and TP (+237)
sectors. In Bay of Plenty. this growth s largely
in the TP sector (+240).

Thit growth in Wakato and Bay of Penty may
be related to the immigration policies which
aim to diversify New Zealand's regional
dispersion.

There are 5470 student visa applications on
hand and awaiting processing as of 9

September 2019
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