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Acronyms

Acronyms

FSV – First-time student visas – The number of visas issued to students for the first time. Visas for dependants and Section 61 applicants are 

excluded since these people do not fall under the definition of international students. 

RSV – Returning student visas – The number of visas issued to students subsequent to the first issuing of visas. Visas for dependants and 

Section 61 applicants do not fall under the definition of international students. 

TSV – Total student visas – The number of visas issued to students, either for the first time, or after the first time. Declined visas are not 

included. Visas for dependants and Section 61 applicants are excluded since these people do not fall under the definition of 

international students.

VSV – Valid student visas – The number of people holding a student visa and/or permit at the beginning of each calendar month. Visas for 

dependants are excluded. The presented figures can be interpreted as the number per month of international students with authority to study 

in a course of three or greater months in duration. This does not mean that these students are present in New Zealand for the entire duration of 

their visa.

YTD – Year-to-date

Sectors

ITP – Institutes of Technology and Polytechnics

PTE – Private Training Establishments, including Private Training Establishments, which receive government funding.

Schools – Includes all students in primary, intermediate and secondary schools.

Additional notes

• Results for YTD this year will be compared to the YTD 2016 unless otherwise stated.



Caveats and notes

International student

International student – Students who are non-residents of New Zealand and Australia who:

• have entered into New Zealand expressly with the intention to study

• have enrolled with a New Zealand provider offshore, where the educational programme is delivered in-market.

Rule 18 – Rule governing English Language requirements for certain international students. More information about this is available on 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/our-role/legislation/nzqa-rules/nzqf-related-rules/programme-approval-and-accreditation/8/18/

Section 61 – Visas issued to people who are currently in New Zealand outside of Immigration NZ policy.

Scope of this document

• This dashboard excludes dependants, applicants under Section 61, and applications for variation of conditions.

• There is a potential delay between students having their visas approved and their actual entry into New Zealand, therefore, the figures shown 

here may not necessarily represent the actual number of students currently in New Zealand. 

• VSV are the best real-time indicator of international students present in New Zealand. A VSV indicates that students are able to be present in 

New Zealand. VSV do not include students who are in New Zealand on working holiday visas or visitor visas, and not all students with VSV are 

present in New Zealand for the entire duration of their visas.

The student visa dashboard does not include all international students:

• Student visas only capture students who enter New Zealand with a student visa.  These students are mostly those who are planning to study 

for more than three months.

• Students who undertake a course less than three months in duration are not required to enter on a student visa. Students who do choose to 

enter on a visitor visa (usually from visa-free nationalities) are not captured in this dashboard. 

• Working holiday visas allow students to study for up to six months. Those who enter NZ on a working holiday visa and plan on taking up this 

option are not included in this dashboard. These factors will affect private training establishment (PTE) numbers.
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Executive summary

1. TSV numbers for 1 July 2017 are up 4% (+1,913) compared to 1 July 2016. Most key markets continue to show TSV growth 

apart from India, Japan, Korea and Saudi Arabia which have decreased.

2. FSV numbers for 1 July 2017 are also up 4% (+757) compared to 1 July 2016. 

3. Key markets with FSV increases YTD were China (+4%, +181), USA (+20%, +283), Viet Nam (+40%, +153), Brazil (+21%, 

+176), Chile (54%, +143) and Colombia (+41%, +154).

4. The Universities sector FSV grew by 15% (879) compared to YTD 2016. Regions with universities are generally 

experiencing growth, and should continue to.

5. VSV numbers for 1 July 2017 are up 2%(+1,455) on 1 July 2016, strengthening the suggestion that enrolments will be 

slightly up, or on par, with 2016 [1].

6. The decline of VSV in the PTE sector (-16%, -4,313) is reflective of the Indian market realignment as students transition 

to higher level qualifications.  

7. The number of university students with valid visas continues to exceed the number of PTE students with valid visas.

[1] VSV are measured at the first of the month. In this case 01 July 2017.



Comparison to previous years (cumulative)
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• TSV are up 4% for the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016. 

• FSV are up 4% compared to YTD 2016.
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• VSV were 76,540 as at 1 July 2017, which was a 2% increase (+1,438) compared to 1 July 2016. 

• Compared to last July, Universities (+11%, +2,706), Schools (+9%, +1,331), and ITP (+3%, +380) have all increased in VSV since the same 

day in 2016, while VSV for PTE (-19%, -4,313) have continued to decline. 

• The number of Universities students with valid visas continues to exceed the number of PTE students with valid visas.

Note: VSV are the number of valid student visas for New Zealand on the first day of the month. It is used as an indicator of student numbers. VSV doesn’t differentiate 
between FSV or RSV. Students on a work or visitor visa are not captured by this dataset so total student numbers will be higher than this data set shows.
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Trends by market



Global region definitions

In order of appearance: 

South East Asia includes: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, 

Thailand, and Viet Nam. 

Latin America includes: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, 

Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos Islands, Uruguay, Venezuela, 

Cuba, Honduras, St Lucia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Belize, Dominica, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Guyana, 

and Honduras.

Europe includes: Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 

Georgia, Germany, UK, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, 

Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Serbia & Montenegro, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, 

Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, Yugoslavia, Kosovo, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Andorra, Cyprus, Slovenia, 

and Monaco.

Middle East includes: Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 

Syria, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.
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• TSV have increased by 4% (+1,913) from the YTD 2016 to the YTD 2017.

• Most key markets showed TSV increases, apart from India, Japan, Korea and Saudi Arabia which have continued to decrease.

• All sectors showed increases in both TSV and FSV, apart from the PTE sector, which had a decrease in FSV,  TSV and RSV.

• All regions showed increases in TSV, apart from Bay of Plenty, Hawke’s Bay, Nelson and Taranaki, which were flat or declining.
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• TSV have increased by 8% (+1,486) from the YTD 2016 to the YTD 2017.

• FSV increased for all sectors, especially the ITP (+8%, +53) and PTE (+6%, 85) sectors.

• VSV for China increased by 13% (+3,086) as of 1 July 2017 compared to 1 July 2016, and now number 26,358.

• Should annual trends continue, FSV and TSV for YTD July 2017 may increase.
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• TSV for the YTD 2017 decreased by 10% (-874) compared to the YTD 2016, underpinned by a decline in FSV (-14%, -608). 

• The decline in FSV has been underpinned by a continued decrease in the PTE sector (-44%, -894).

• FSV for universities continues to increase 38% (+183) as the market moves towards higher-level qualifications.  

• VSV continue to decline. They currently number 13,613 a decrease of 2% (-4,098) from the same date last year. 
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• TSV for the YTD 2017 decreased by 4% (+71) compared to the YTD 2016, reflective of a decrease across all sectors excluding Universities (+10%,+38). 

• Though FSV for the ITP and PTE sectors have declined, FSV for Universities continue to increase (+21, +40). 

• VSV were 2,994 on 1 July 2017, an increase of 4% (+124) over the same date last year.

• FSV and TSV for YTD July 2017 are expected to increase marginally, acknowledging annual trends.
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• TSV for 2017 are stable (-3%, - 82) compared to the YTD 2016. 

• TSV have decreased for the PTE (-16%,-144) and Universities (-9%, -40) sectors. 

• The decrease in PTE TSV is driven by a decrease in PTE FSV (-15%, -81).

• There are currently 3,658 VSV, an increase of 3% (+103) compared to 1 July 2017.
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• TSV have increased by 10% (+539) in the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016. This increase was across most sectors excluding the ITP sector, who decreased by 

3% (-15).

• FSV growth (+174%, +411) driven by the Universities sector (+32%, +237) underpins overall TSV growth
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• TSV for the YTD 2017 are stable (+1%, +12) compared to the YTD 2016. 

• FSV has been stable (0%, -2) which was balanced by an increase in RSV (+2%, +14). Both movements are driven by the Universities sector.

• The universities sector has accounted for 77% of TSV for the YTD 2017. 

• VSV were 1,818 on 1 July 2017, which is a 10%(+170) increase since the same day in 2016. 
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• TSV for the YTD 2017 have increased (+13%, +62) compared to the YTD 2016, driven by the Universities sector (+22%, +49) which accounts for 53% of the market 

share.

• FSV growth (+15%, +32) can also be attributed to growth in the Universities sector (+45%, +39). 

• There were 1,012 VSV on 1 July 2017, which is 35% (+263) more than the same date in 2016.
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• TSV for Thailand have increased by 6% (+85) compared to the YTD 2016, owing to increases in all sectors except the ITP sectors which declined 49% (-33). 

• All sectors have increased in FSV excluding the ITP sector, who declined 77% (-17).

• FSV for the university (+62%, +24) and PTE (+15%, +46) sectors continue to increase.   

• VSV for 1 July 2017 were 2,149 a 4% (+84) increase from the same day in 2016. 
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• TSV for Viet Nam have increased by 4% (+48) for the YTD 2017 when compared to the YTD 2016, driven by an increase in TSV for the Schools sector (+26%, +56). 

• FSV growth (+40%, +153) continues to be underpinned by the growth in the Universities sector (+85%, +104). 

• VSV for 1 July 2017 were 1,801, an increase for 18% (+273) since the same day in 2016.
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• TSV for the Philippines have increased by 6% (+51) in the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016. 

• Most of this increase is underpinned by growth in FSV (+9%, +53), particularly within the PTE sector (+7%, +30), suggesting an increase in students in the latter 

half of the year.

• VSV on July 1 2017 are 1,836, a decrease of 14% (-307) from the same date in 2016.
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• TSV have increased by 32% (+702) in the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016. All of the focus markets (Brazil, Chile, Colombia) for Latin America have seen 

increases of 100 or more students for the 2017 YTD compared to the 2016 YTD.

• Most of this increase in FSV is in the PTE (+32%, +401) and schools (+46%, +151) sector.

• VSV on 1 July 2017 are 3,350, an increase of 26% (+682) from the same date in 2016.  
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• TSV for the YTD 2017 are up 25% (+201) compared to the YTD 2016. 

• An increase in FSV for the PTE (+21%, +1174) and Schools (+26%, +57) sector accounts for an overall FSV increase (+21%, +176). 

• VSV for 1 July 2017 were 1,315, a 19% (+ 108) increase from the same date in 2016.
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• TSV are up 49% (+149) for the 2017 YTD compared to the YTD 2016.

• TSV levels for Sector (+123%, +75) remains elevated compared to past years. This can be attributed to the Penguins Without Borders programme, which saw an FSV 

increase of 122% (+71). FSV for the PTE sector have also continued to increase (+45%, +77).

• VSV were 4529 on 1 July 2017, a 46% (+167) increase on the same day in 2016.
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• TSV increased by 44% (+216) for the YTD 2017. FSV increased by 41% (+154) for YTD 2017.

• The main FSV contributor was the PTE sector (+35%, +118) with strong growth also registered in the Universities sector (+81%, 22).

• VSV were 874 on 1 July 2017, an increase of 42% (+258) compared to the same day in 2016. This is the highest number post 2014.
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• TSV have increased by 18% (+ 288) for the YTD 2017 compared to YTD 2016. 

• FSV have increased by 20% (+283), dominated by the Universities sector (+21%, +274). 

• VSV were 2,720 on 1 July 2017, which was an increase of 10% (+249) compared to the same day in 2016.
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• TSV for the YTD 2017 have increased by 4% (+138) compared to the YTD 2016, which was driven by a 9% (+75) increase in FSV for the Universities sector. 

• FSV for Italy have increased by 103% (+32), which was driven by increased secondary school FSV (+78%, +68). 

• VSV for Europe are 5,708, an increase of 10% (+515) for 1 July 2017 when compared with the same day in 2016.
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• TSV for YTD 2017 have decreased by 34%(-459) compared to the YTD 2016 and reflects a TSV decline across all sectors. 

• This decrease is almost entirely the result of changes in the Saudi Arabian market detailed on the following page.

• TSV and FSV are expected to decline throughout 2017.

• VSV for the Middle East are at 1,516, a 8%(-125) decrease for 1 July 2017 compared to the same day in 2016. 
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• TSV for the YTD 2017 have decreased by 37% (-301) compared to the YTD 2016. This is due to restrictions to the Saudi Arabian government’s scholarships 

programme, which enabled many Saudi Arabians to come to New Zealand for study.

• Both FSV and RSV in the YTD 2017 continue to decline by over a third (39% and 37% respectively) compared to YTD 2016. This decline is expected to continue into 

the rest of 2017.

• VSV were 728 on 1 July 2017, a 26% decrease (-253) compared to the same day in 2016.



Trends by sector
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• TSV for the primary school sector have increased by 29% for the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016. There were increases in TSV for China (+82% +51) and 

Korea (+45%, +38). 

• VSV were 660 on 1 July 2017, a 41%(+191) increase on the same day in 2016.
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• TSV for the intermediate school sector increased by 11% (+31) for the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016. The main increase was for China (+54%, +37).

• FSV for China underpinned this growth (+47%, +17).

• VSV were 455 on 1 July 2017, a 5%(-23) increase on the same day in 2016.
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• TSV have increased 10%(+828) for the YTD 2017, with both FSV (+6%, +205) and RSV (+14%,+623) increasing compared to the YTD 2016. 

• FSV increased for Chile (+131%,+72), Brazil (+25%, +53), and Italy (+103%, +79).

• VSV for secondary school students were 13,319 on 1 July 2017, which was a 10% (+1,163) increase as on the same day last year.
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• TSV and FSV for the PTE sector have decreased by 5%(-822) and 6% (-489) respectively for the YTD 2017. 

• The largest FSV decrease came from India (-44%, -894), while FSV increased for China (+6%, +185), Brazil (+21%, +117), Chile (+45%, +77), Colombia (+35%, 

+118) and Sri Lanka (+67%, +50).

• VSV for PTE students were 22,351 on 1 July 2017, which was a 16% (-4,313) decrease on the same date last year.
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• The ITP sector shows a 5% (+389) increase in TSV for the YTD 2017. Both RSV (5%, +217) and FSV (+5%, +172) increased compared to the YTD 2016. The 

increase in FSV comes from India (+6%, +117) and China (+8%, +53).

• VSV were 12,557 on 1 July 2017, which was a 3% (+380) increase compared to 1 July 2016.



34

• The Universities sector shows a 9%(+ 1,453) increase in TSV for the YTD 2017. FSV in the Universities sector have grown by 15% (+879) compared to the YTD 2016. 

This growth comes from increased FSV for India (+36%, +277), China (+8%, +565) and the USA (+19%, +283). 

• All regions with universities had increases, especially the Auckland (+10%, +819), Otago (+8%, +156), Waikato (+9%, +104) and Canterbury (+12%, +232) regions.

• VSV for the Universities sector were 25,125 on 1 July 2017, which was a 12% (+2,706) increase on the same date last year compared to 1 July 2016.



Trends by region



A note about regional data

Due to data improvement processes within Immigration New Zealand, there have been some 

changes to region-based data for visas.

Numbers in these slides may have changed from slides previously produced.

This data should be treated with caution, therefore the number and percentage changes should 

be considered approximates. 
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• Auckland has increased in TSV by 3% (+1,008) in the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016 with continued growth in the Universities (+10%, +819) and 

ITP (+18%, +576) sectors.

• FSV increased for all sectors, excluding the PTE sector which declined (-8%, -486). 

• VSV for Auckland was stable on 1 July 2017, decreasing by 2% (-839) to reach 44,449, a reflection of a decrease in the Indian market in the region. 
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• TSV for the Bay of Plenty for the YTD 2017 are declining (-7%, -131) compared to the YTD 2016.

• TSV for all sectors declined, excluding schools, which increased 11% (+66).

• The India market declined (-29%, -227), especially in the PTE (-37%, -19) sectors, while students from Korea have increased (+21%, +56). 

• VSV for 1 July 2017 were 2,718 and have declined by 10% (-317) since 1 July 2016, driven by a decline in the Indian market.
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• There has been a 6% increase in TSV in the 2017 YTD compared to the YTD 2016. All sectors have increased in TSV except for the ITP sector, which continues to 

decline (-11%, -62). 

• Growth in FSV for the Universities (+7%, 52) and Schools (+16%, +54) sectors were balanced by decreased FSV for ITP (-25%, -71) and PTE (-11%, -77) sectors. 

• The number of VSV for Canterbury on 1 July 2017 was 7,277, which is stable compared to 1 July 2016 (+4%, +258).
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• There has been a 11% (-57) decrease in TSV for the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016, a result of a decrease in the PTE sector (-39%, -67).

• FSV have also declined (-34%, -111), underpinned by decreases in the Schools (-28%, -32) and PTE (-72%, -77) sectors.

• The number of VSV for 1 July 2017 is 752 which is a 6% decrease (-48) since the same day in 2016. 
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• TSV have increased by 4% (+56) in the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016.  

• FSV for the ITP and PTE sectors continue to decline, rebalanced by the increase in Universities FSV (+20%, +58).

• There were 2,484 VSV for this region on 1 July 2017, which is an increase of 6% (+146) since the same day in 2016.
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• TSV have decreased slightly (-7%, -43) for the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016.

• The decrease in TSV for India (+46%, -66) has been offset by the ongoing increase in TSV for China (+37%, +37).

• VSV for this region as on 1 July 2017 were 951, which is a decrease of 3% (-30) since the same day in 2016.
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• There has been a 23% (+53) increase in TSV for Northland for the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016. 

• This growth was attributed to increased TSV for China (+31%, +28).

• The number of students in Northland with valid visas on 1 July 2017 was 433, declining by 8% (-37) compared to the same day in 2016.
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• TSV have increased by 6% (+146) for the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016. The TSV increase was in the Universities sector (+8%, +156), with most of the 

increase coming from FSV for students from the USA (+21%, +100). 

• Overall YTD 2017 figures have been consistent with past years. As such, July 2017 may see a decrease in both FSV and TSV numbers.

• Otago had 3,810 students with valid visas as on 1 July 2017, which was stable (+0%,+8) compared to the same day in 2016.
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• TSV have increased by 19% (+158) for the YTD 2017 compared to the YTD 2016. This was driven by an increase in FSV (+23%, +111) for the PTE (+57%, +99) 

sector.  Both of these increases were driven by Brazilian (+88%, +46) and Chinese (+21%, +40) students. 

• Southland had 1,1276 VSV on 1 July 2017, an increase of 47% (+409) since the same date last year. 
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• TSV have decreased by 7% (- 21) for the 2017 YTD compared to the YTD 2016.

• Taranaki had 448 VSV on 1 July 2017, a decrease of 6% (- 27) compared to the same date last year. 
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• TSV increased by 8% (+217) for the YTD 2017, when compared to YTD 2016. 

• FSV increased across all sectors, particularly the University (+39%, +158) sector.

• VSV for this region was 4,428 on 1 July 2017, an increase of 13% (+508) since the same date in 2016.
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• There was an 8% (+273) increase in TSV in the YTD 2017. Most of this growth can be attributed to growth in the Schools (+25%, +125) sector. 

• Growth in FSV for the Universities (+10%, +90) and PTE (+29%, +53) sectors underpins overall FSV growth.

• The biggest increase in FSV was from Viet Nam (+102%, +64) and Colombia (+300%, +39).

• VSV for this region were 5,625 for 1 July 2017, an increase of 12% (+ 618) compared to the same date in 2016. 


