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Purpose

1

This paper summarises the May 2018 student visa numbers that Education New Zealand
(ENZ) will publish in IntelliLab, ENZ’s intelligence portal for the international education
sector and government agencies, on 25 June 2018.

Background

2:

May 2018 stude

International student enrolments and student visa numbers are used to assess trends in
the international education sector. International student enrolments and student visa
numbers are also important for sector planning and for government policy makers. ENZ
reports student visa and international student enrolment numbers to indu and
government.

Non-New Zealand residents wishing to study here generally requir sé to enter New
Zealand. However, people from visa waiver countries who enter aland on a visitor
visa are able to study on courses of three months duration or, ithout requiring a
student visa. @

Student visa data, which is made available to ENZ or@ly basis by Immigration
New Zealand, provides a more timely indicator of sm nds than international student

enrolment data, which is collected three times a he Ministry of Education. It
should be noted however that student visa trendso not always provide an accurate
means of estimating current (or future) international student enrolments.

students being attracted to New Zeal d valid student visas as a lead indicator for
international student enrolment

For sectors that typically i{&wiyear enrolments (e.g. an international student
ch

ENZ focuses on first-time student vis@'y icate the number of new international
ers.

undertaking a three-year lors degree at a university), a decline in first-time student
visas is often the first % dicator of an impending future decline in total enrolments.

ummary

ear to date, first-time student visas are down 5% compared to the

n 2017. The decrease is mainly due to a 21% decrease in Chinese first-time
student visas®¥predominantly in foundation studies at private training establishments in
Auckland. The Chinese first-time student visas decrease which started in May 2017
continued and may see the private training establishment sector return to 2014
international student enrolment levels (the point at which the sector rapidly grew following
the relaxation of the Rule 18 of the New Zealand Qualifications Framework Programme
Approval and Accreditation Rules).

For the

At 8 June 2018, there were 72,733 valid student visas, which was 1% down on June
2017. Decreases in valid student visas for the private training establishment and
institutes of technology and polytechnics sectors offset increases in the university and
schools sectors. The increase in university valid student visas reflects a rebalancing of

' Valid student visas are a count of the number of student visas that valid (i.e. a student visa that has been issued
to an international student and has not expired) on a particular day.
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the market as a higher proportion of international students study at higher-level
qualifications. A

Next steps

9. On 25 June 2018, ENZ will release the May 2018 Visa Summary (Appendix One) in its
online intelligence portal, IntelliLab.

Proactive release

be released as soon as possible. Any information which may need to be eld will be

10. ENZ intends to proactively release this briefing as per your expectation that information
done so in line with the provisions of the Official Information Act 1982.
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Appendix One: May 2018 Visa Summary

— Earty Valid Student visas (VSV} growth
— continues to soften.

YTD 2018 VSV: 72,733.
Stable {-1%, -572) on YTD 2017

YTD 2018 First-time Student visas (FSV):
FSV 16,837. Down 5% (-816) on YTD 2017.

Universities sector VSV are up 9% on
YTD 2017, as students move to higher-
level qualifications.

We continue to see declines in Auckland.
Whereas Canterbury, Otago, Taranaki
and Waikato have all increased in VSV
compared to YTD 2017.

China’s FSV decline continues.

LY The impact of the China FSV decline may
." see the PTE sector return to 2014
/1\ enrolment levels.

2

m—2015 —2016 —D017

—C018

Note: The principal wsa indicator 15 now the VSV. This student visa
type shows a stronger, closer and more consistent cocrelation to
student levels and less by external factors
such as processing speed. Unless otherwise specified, all VSV are a
<ount as of 8 June 2018, To access in-depth wisa data, ENZ's
Interactive Visa (IV) Tool is available for downioad on InteliLab.

Valid Student Visas 2015 - 2018 \

MARKETS

Market YTO FSv FSV Proportion

India 328/ Tl
China 2864 [l —
USA 1254 ] Sao T
Japan 928§ et

Korea 829
Brazil 829
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China FSV are Mostof the China  India’ g
down 21% on YTD FSV decline has has ftaby
2017. occurred within r.
the PTE sector.
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REGIONS
Total VSV by region
YD

Auckland
1,819
-4%

Waikato
+334
+8%

There are more

up new students from

India than there
are from China,

Universities sector
VSVare up 2,158,

Schools sector VSV
are up 406.

ITP sector VSV are
down 418,

PTE sector VSV are
down 3,024,

Reflects the
|

proporoon of
the NZ sdustry
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